
PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N8844Y

TOP SPEED 
204 MPH

RANGE 
1,150 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
120 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING IO-320

HORSEPOWER 
2X 160 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIES

TWIN 2

GLENN & BRADY 
ORNAT
PA39 TWIN COMANCHE

Glenn Ornat and his son Brady will be piloting the family’s 1969 Piper Twin Comanche in this year’s Air-
Venture Cup.

Glenn has been involved in aviation since a very young age.  HIs parents would take him to many air-
shows across the Midwest, where his love of aviation took hold.  He began flying at age 17 and is cur-

rently a Captain for a major U.S. airline.

Glenn’s “Co-Captain” is his 12 year old son Brady.  Brady has a deep passion for aviation and has become 
an accomplished R/C pilot, after teaching himself how to fly R/C two years ago.  When the family goes 

flying, Brady will usually file the flight plan, check the weather and help with preflight duties on the 
airplane.  When asked what he wants to do for a living his reply is:  “That’s 

easy, I want to be an airline pilot”.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N988VT

TOP SPEED 
210 MPH

RANGE 
940 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
64 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL IO-550

HORSEPOWER 
300 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIE

FAC 1 RG

CHARLES CLUCK
LORRETTA RAMIREZ
M35 BONANZA

This classic V Tail Bonanza, Niner Eight Eight Viki Tango, rolled of the Beech assembly line in December of 
1959.  Her history includes stints as a corporate aircraft as well as private operations, based in the PNW 

and California.  For several years, she was fitted with hand controls for rudder and brakes, to accom-
modate a previous owner’s disabilities.  Along the way, she has been gussied up and infused with extra 

oomph, now sporting a host of mods and a 300 horsepower IO-550 engine. The present caretaker and 
pilot, Charles Cluck, came over to fixed wing aviation just five years ago, after a decade of occasionally 
puttering about in an E-LSA gyrocopter.  With three years and several hundred hours experience in a 

Cessna C150, Charles and co-pilot Dove Ramirez moved up to the high performance world of Bonanzas, 
purchasing Viki Tango in September of 2014 and bringing her to her present home at KDWH, just outside 

of Houston, TX. A chance meeting at a grass strip fly-in with 2016 S.A.R.L. Champions Mike and Linda, 
of Team Ely, led to Viki Tango’s recent debut into racing - fast airplanes need 

to be exercised, and Viki T has proven herself to be a credit to her builders. 

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N197TS

TOP SPEED 
195 MPH

RANGE 
1,000 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
76 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL CD135

HORSEPOWER 
2X 135 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
197.45 MPH

TWIN 3 T

MIKE & TRACI 
FARLEY  
DA42 TWIN STAR

Race # 116 is a Diamond DA42, an all composite 4 place aircraft with G1000 glass cockpit and new Conti-
nental CD-135 Turbocharged Diesel Engines that burn Jet-A fuel.  The airplane has FADEC engine control 

and is certified for flight into known icing as well.  Michael is a  Sales Representative for Premier Aircraft 
Sales as well as a pilot for Virgin America Airlines. He has over 17,000 hours total time.  Traci, the co-pilot 

is a pilot for Southwest Airlines with over 6,000 hours total time. 



PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N247M

TOP SPEED 
245 MPH

RANGE 
1,000 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
80 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING IO-520

HORSEPOWER 
285 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
209.85 MPH

FAC 1 RG

JOHN 
SECORD
MEYERS 200C

This is John’s 6th AirVenture Cup . He is flying a rare classic, Race 47 a 1964 Meyers 200C. John was hon-
ored to have acquired Race 47 and to now have the opportunity to bring the Meyers to AVC and other 

SARL events for folks to enjoy. The Meyers was considered “one of the best built aircraft” and garners 
much ramp respect among true aviation aficionado’s.  Race 47 was owned by only two people over its 

52 year history and has been featured in many articles and news features including Flying Magazine. 
John has posted a 223 MPH time at the Sunshine Express 400 in the FAC1RG class and also took 1st place 
overall 2016 FAC1RG and 3rd Place 2016 overall Production Winner. 

John is a full-time professional pilot and began his passion for aviation at a young age learning how to 
fly at the age of 16 with his father, a retired Air Force Major General and aviation enthusiast.  This bond 
and love of aviation has and continues to be a driving force with John and his 

father who still flies at the age of 84 years young.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N259M

TOP SPEED 
239 MPH

RANGE 
1,100 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
80 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL IO-520

HORSEPOWER 
285 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
131.14 MPH*

FAC 1 RG

DANE & JIMMY
PRUITT
MEYERS 200D

Flying race 200, a Meyers 200, is Dane Pruitt. This airplane is a 2 time FAC1RG class winner in Airventure 
Cup, having been flown by his brother Jamon the last two years. Dane started flying with his father 

Jimmy when he was in diapers. Dane started taking flying lessons at Central’s Flying school earning 
PPL in 2014, amassing over 500 hrs in 3 years. Dane currently is an Instrument rated PPL working on his 

Multiengine commercial.  Dane currently is Manager of Saline County Regional Airport in Bryant, AR.
 
Dane’s co-pilot this year is his father Jimmy who received his PPL in 1970 and is a commercial rated pilot. 

Jimmy inspired several family members in aviation with both sons having pilot licenses as well as both 
of his brothers getting pilots licenses. Jimmy’s enthusiasm for aviation continues to this day at age 79.

This is the second year this duo is teaming up to race. Both Dane and Jimmy 
flew in last year’s AirVenture Cup together in their Cessna 120.

*2016 AirVenture Cup speed flown in a C-140.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N2988T

TOP SPEED 
210 MPH

RANGE 
1,000 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
80 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL IO-550

HORSEPOWER 
300 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
209.85 MPH

FAC 1 RG

ROSS 
WARNER
MEYERS 200D

Ross has owned N2988T, his Meyers200D since 2000.  Starting with a stock aircraft, he has updated the 
panel and installed a Cont. IO550F engine last fall.  Ross has attended every Airventure since the year 

2000 usually in his Meyers, sometimes with a Swift that he recently sold.  A professional pilot for the last 
41 years, he is looking forward to retirement next year. 



PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N409AC

TOP SPEED 
230 MPH

RANGE 
1,000 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
80 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL IO-550

HORSEPOWER 
360 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
205.17 MPH

FAC 1 RG

KENT 
AITCHISON
MEYERS 200D

Kent Aitchison has been flying since early 2004, after a very forward dinner host heard him say offhand 
“I’ve always dreamed of learning to fly.” Said host replied: “If it’s a dream, why haven’t you done it yet?” 

Hard to argue with that; flew the next morning.

2016 was a year of many aviation firsts, including his first AirVenture Cup race. Kent is an instrument 
rated ASEL pilot with some tailwheel and limited float experience.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N3414X

TOP SPEED 
185 MPH

RANGE 
900 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
52 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING IO-360

HORSEPOWER 
200 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
183.66 MPH

FAC 3 RG

STEVE APPLEBAUM
TAMMY BAITMAN
MOONEY M20-E

Affectionately known as “Stevie Two Dogs”, this CAP Lt Col and member of the Chicago DoDo Chapter of 
the Tuskegee Airmen has been a private pilot since 1970.  Often referred to as “an imaginary author cre-

ated by his characters”, Steve is a psychotherapist by profession. As a pilot, his accomplishments include 
over 2,000 Young Eagles flown and years of service flying  CAP missions. As a racer, Steve is a veteran of 

the Sun 60 with one Second Place finish.  This this will be Steve’s fifth appearance in the AirVenture Cup, 
now flying a beautiful 200HP Mooney M20-E, specially equipped with a singular quantum multiplier 
courtesy of Beaver Aviation and Skycom Avionics, he calls “Grace”.  

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N1149T

TOP SPEED 
200 MPH

RANGE 
710 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
64 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING IO-360

HORSEPOWER 
200 HP

AVC ROOKIE 
YEAR

FAC 3 RG

DENNIS & BONNIE 
POWELL
MOONEY M20-J

Dennis Powell and his wife have spent 33 years sailing around the world’s oceans in their sailboats, which 
really have vertically-mounted, adjustable lifting wings, and have now converted to fixed horizontal 

wings. In other words, they have been demoted from SAILBOAT TRASH  to HANGAR SCUM!

In the race they are flying their Mooney M20J, but they also built/fly a Van’s RV-12 (maybe next year’s 
race). They live in the flying nirvana of the world, Spruce Creek Fly-In Community in Florida, and there-
fore life is very good and they are looking forward to the fun of this trip. They are lifetime EAA members 

and keep involved in their local Chapter 288.



PRODUCTION Dr Jamon Pruitt will be racing a 1954 Meyers 145 flying in the FAC3RG class in this year’s Airventure Cup.   
The MAC 145 is a rare plane; only 19 were ever built, probably only 9 are still registered. This plane 

sports a tailwheel with retractable mains. The airplane is currently getting an upgraded panel.  The 
power plant is a Continental IO 360 , the six cylinder version that is rated at 210hp.  She will be wearing 

race #75. 

Jamon is a cardiologist at Walker Heart Institute in Fayetteville AR. He started flying with his father in 
a 47 Cessna 120. During high school he worked with his uncle in the Agricultural Flying (crop dusting), 

took a break while in college and starting a practice. One night he was looking at barnstormers website 
and found an old 120 for sale, this re-ignited his passion and Jamon started working on his license. 
Jamon has found great pleasure in not only flying but working on planes.  In 

addition to race 75,  Jamon currently has a Cessna 120 and Meyers 200 and 
is working on a Stewart S51 Mustang. 

*2016 AirVenture Cup Speed in a Meyers 200.

REGISTRATION 
N34375

TOP SPEED 
207 MPH

RANGE 
640 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
49 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL IO-360

HORSEPOWER 
210 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
221.78 MPH*

FAC 3 RG

JAMON
PRUITT
MEYERS 145

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N4386T

TOP SPEED 
125 MPH

RANGE 
560 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
50 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING O-360

HORSEPOWER 
180 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIES

FAC 4 FX

JOE  CONLON
& HOWARD BUCK
PA-28-180

Joe Conlon has enjoyed four previous Airventure Cup experiences from the back seat of Race 93 and the 
right seat of Race Pi. 2017 will mark his first appearance as PIC thanks to the inclusion of the production 

classes. He and his airplane partner Howard Buck will be scorching the skies in their PA28-180 compet-
ing in the FAC4FX class.

Joe holds a commercial certificate with SEL, MEL, Helicopter, and Instrument ratings. He is an Aerospace 
Engineer with 35 years at Sikorsky Aircraft’s Development Flight Center testing the world’s finest heli-

copters. Joe has been married to his wife Carol for 32 years. They have four children, the oldest of which 
flies an E-2D Hawkeye for the US Navy and a DR-107 One Design for fun.

Howard also works at Sikorsky Aircraft as a designer. He holds a commercial 
single & multi engine certificate with an instrument rating. He also holds a 

private helicopter certificate & is a fixed wing CFI. This will be the first race 
experience for him. Let the adventure begin.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
C-FEIJ

TOP SPEED 
150 MPH

RANGE 
775 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
49 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING O-360

HORSEPOWER 
180 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
151.15 MPH

FAC 4 FX

ROLAND BIBER  & 
RICHARD ZACHARIAS
CESSNA 177

This is the pilot’s second year in the race, (First place in 2016, FAC4FX class).  Roland has been flying since 
age 16 when he obtained his glider pilot’s license (now Silver-C) and at 21 a commercial power license. He 

was busy as an IT consultant for 27 years followed by 17 more in real estate. Along the way he found time to 
setup Air Algoma Inc., a charter company which kept him on the flying side. He flew in the Arctic of Canada  

for 3 years, participated with CASARA Manitoba (CAP in the USA) as chief navigator and pilot. Now, after 54 
years of flying and retired (somewhat) he purchased a C-177B, a hidden jewel in the stable of Cessnas and 
although 45 years old, is still the most modern looking airplane Cessna ever made.

This year, his longtime buddy Richard will join him as co-pilot. Richard received his private pilot’s license 
in 1972,  initially enjoying his flying as a hobby, then also using  it within his construction business, flying 

employees and colleagues  to projects  across Ontario, Manitoba , as well as Sas-
katchewan. At that time in life it was also a great past-time to share with his 

wife and 4 wonderful children. Now Richard and his wife are the proud grand-
parents of 15 grandchilden, so other interests have become a priority! Richard 

sold his construction business in the late 1990’s and is currently involved in the 
manufacture and  sale of processed flaxseed throughout the world.

His interest in flying is still peaked by the passion that  Roland has for flying, 
and he loves to be a passenger/  navigator/co-pilot  on their flying excursions.



PRODUCTION David Stamsta got his private pilot license in September of 1999 and is currently training for his instru-
ment rating. His wife, Amber Stamsta is currently studying for her private pilot written. They are flying 

a 1975 Cessna Cardinal RG that they purchased in 2014.

One of their favorite things to do is load up their mountain bikes and fly to destinations like Cable, WI 
and ride the trails.

They are also building a Wittman Tailwind that they hope to fly in next’s year Airventure cup.

REGISTRATION 
N177AR

TOP SPEED 
180 MPH

RANGE 
575 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
61 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING IO-360

HORSEPOWER 
200 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIES

FAC 4 RG

DAVE & AMBER 
STAMSTA
CESSNA 177 RG

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N946SC

TOP SPEED 
200 MPH

RANGE 
400 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
40 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING IO-360

HORSEPOWER 
180 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIE

FAC 4 FX

PETE MUNTEAN 
& KATIE WALSH  
8KCAB DECATHELON

Pete Muntean of Washington, D.C. was easily talked into this. Promised a finish line dessert table “big 
enough to land on,” this is the 29-year-old’s first cross-country air race. His childhood dream of owning 

a P-51 by age 30 doesn’t seem to be panning out, so he’s proudly competing in an American Champion 
Super Decathlon. What it lacks in speed it makes up for in style. The blue and yellow starburst paint 

scheme is 1999 original from the factory in Rochester, Wisconsin, as is almost everything else. With a 
modest cruise speed of 130 miles per hour, this airplane was not made to race. “The D” shines in regional 
aerobatic contests. In May, Pete took first place in the sportsman category at Wildwood Acroblast. A spe-

cial thank you to co-pilot and chief morale officer Katie Walsh, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, team owner 
Melissa Courtney, of San Diego, California, and Pete’s late parents Nancy Lynn and Scott Muntean, who 

would most definitely approve of this.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N282G

TOP SPEED 
135 MPH

RANGE 
550 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
60 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING O-360

HORSEPOWER 
180 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIES

FAC 4 FX

ROBERT SCHMIDT
JEREMY KEYES
BEECH C23 SUNDOWNER

Bob Schmidt earned his Private Pilot certificate in 1990 in a Cessna 152, and bought into his current 1973 Beech 
Sundowner partnership in 1991.  He has accumulated over 1100 hours in the Sundowner and flown it to 37 States, 

including Alaska, and to Canada many times,including Hudson Bay on a fishing and Polar Bear watching trip.  He 
enjoys airplane camping, which he did on the Alaska trip as well as trips to Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks.  

He was also a member of a Lancair 360 flying club and has 150 hours in the 360.  Bob retired from IBM as a Network-
ing Systems Engineer in 1998 after 30 years with the company, and formed his own consulting company, Networks 
Unlimited, Inc. He still consults on a limited basis. Bob is a past Regional Director and Executive Vice President of the 

Beech Aero Club, the type club for Beech Aero Center aircraft.

Jeremy Keyes has always wanted to fly since he was knee high to a grasshopper.  By the ripe age of 20 he earned 
his Private Pilot. He continued to progress getting his Instrument and Commercial 

license shortly after that. In 2000 he joined the Air National Guard and went to Joint 
Undergraduate Pilot Training at Vance Air Force Base in 2004, training in the T-37 
“Tweet” and T-1 “Jayhawks”. Upon graduation he flew Special Ops in the EC-130J, 

then later transferred to the KC-135 Stratotanker (Boeing 707). Currently, he is flying 
for Kalitta Air, piloting a cargo 747-400 worldwide, often times circling the globe. 
Additionally, last year he achieved his Flight Instructor rating and is enjoying teach-

ing and helping others during his time off. He has been part owner in a Sundowner 
for the last five years and one day hopes to own a warbird capable of acrobatic flight. 



PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N898JR

TOP SPEED 
158 MPH

RANGE 
430 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
38 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING O-320

HORSEPOWER 
150 HP

AIRVENTUE CUP 
ROOKIE

FAC 5

VERN 
KOKOSA
GRUMMAN AA5

Vern has been flying for 17 years and has accompanied his cousin, Jeff Mallia, at AVC Races into Oshkosh 
since 2007 as a copilot in Jeff’s Cozy III, or flying the Grumman in a support role.  Vern has owned this 

Grumman since 2010 and has enjoyed flying to all parts of the country chasing aviation adventures and 
visiting family.  Vern placed 1st in the FAC5FX Class in the 2013 Mt. Vernon 100 Air Race.  Vern lives in 

Nashua, New Hampshire and is a practicing civil engineer involved with construction of new commercial 
buildings in metro Boston. This is Vern’s 1st AirVenture Cup race as a competitor.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N3976H

TOP SPEED 
116 MPH

RANGE 
300 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
24 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL C85

HORSEPOWER 
85 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
118.95 MPH

FAC 6

WILLIAM  & RIO
DUBOIS
ERCOUPE 415

This unlikely race plane was purchased and renovated by the Dubois family in 2014 and holds the distinc-
tion of being the fastest Ercoupe on the planet, setting both National and World Speed Records in the 

summer of 2015. Last year, the family raced the aircraft in the Sport Air Racing League, taking home 
the Second Place National Champion slot. Pilot William is a professional aviation writer whose work has 

appeared in AOPA Pilot, EAA Sport Aviation, FAA Safety Briefing, Flight Training, Flying Magazine, and 
Smithsonian Air & Space. He is documenting the air racing experience in a multi-part series for General 
Aviation News. He is a commercial pilot and ground instructor, has a degree in aviation, and teaches 

AOPA Rusty Pilot Seminars. Co-Pilot Rio is William’s 15-year-old son. He’s the proud holder of a student 
pilot certificate and flies both gliders and powered aircraft. Rio has taken an interest in speed-mods and 

has come up with a number of ideas that have helped improve the racing dynamics of the family plane. 
This is William and Rio’s second AirVenture Cup.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N7187C

TOP SPEED 
100 MPH

RANGE 
550 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
39 GAL

ENGINE 
LYCOMING O-235

HORSEPOWER 
110 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIE

FAC 6

WAYNE 
WOLDT  
CESSNA 152

Wayne Woldt acquired his Cessna A-152 Aerobat in 2010.  N7187C is the first Cessna 152 built, and came 
with all of the original log books detailing the test flights.  7187C was born as a Cessna 150M at the 

Wichita factory, and was taken off the production line to be modified into the new 152.  It was first 
modified into a standard 152, and then, once certified, modified again into the first 152 Aerobat.  Thus, 

N7187C is three airplanes in one.   Wayne is the fourth owner of 7187C, and is on the engineering faculty 
at the University of Nebraska, where he is leading an unmanned aircraft research team.  His primary 
focus is on application of unmanned aircraft in agriculture, and was initiated about 5 years ago.  Wayne 

has earned Private Pilot, Sport Pilot, Hot Air Balloon and Glider certificates.  Since achieving his first 
Pilot’s license at the age of 17, Wayne has been active in general aviation with a focus on having fun.



PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N27336

TOP SPEED 
80 MPH

RANGE 
250 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
12 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL A65

HORSEPOWER 
65 HP

AIRVENTURE 
CUP ROOKIE

VINTAGE

ROBERT 
KRUEGER
AERONCA 65-TC

This is the first entry in the AirVenture Race for both plane and pilot. The plane is a 1940 Aeronca Tandem 
which is a civilian aircraft designed to meet the requirements of the Civilian Pilot Training Program 

(CPTP) prior to US involvement in WWII. The CPTP was renamed the War Training Service (WTS) in 1941 
and the plane now bears those markings. The Tandem was specifically designed for pilot training with 

the back seat being 5” higher than the front, enabling the back seat to have better visibility. It was af-
fectionately known as the “high chair Aeronca”. This airplane was recently restored by the Spirit of Tulsa 
Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force and was returned to service just a few months ago. The res-

toration is close to original with no electrical system or gyroscopic instruments. Bob, the current owner 
is a private pilot with various ratings and endorsements who flies only for fun. He enjoys the aesthetics 

of flight, often with his wife Mary, who together can view the world from above in awe of the beauty 
of creation. Bob is retired from Tanis Aircraft Products and is happy to have 

more time to enjoy his hobby of flying and obsessing over his airplane. He 
keeps his Aeronca at the nostalgic Stanton Airfield in Minnesota where it can 
frolic with other airplanes of its generation. 

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N53071

TOP SPEED 
104 MPH

RANGE 
1,000 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
24 GAL

ENGINE 
KINNER R-56

HORSEPOWER 
170 HP

2015 AVC SPEED 
91.90 MPH

VINTAGE

DICK
KEYT
RYAN PT22

Long-time AirVenture Cup veteran Dick Keyt is racing a 1942 Ryan PT-22.  The primary trainers from 
World War II were the Boeing PT-17 Stearman, the Fairchild PT-19 and the Ryan.  Of the three, the Ryan 

is probably the most challenging to fly.  The engine is a five cylinder radial built by the Kinner company.  
It is unusual in that it has a cam shaft for each cylinder.  It is considered a “modern engine” because the 

cylinder heads have engine oil pressure fed to them.  The older engines had grease fittings for the rockers 
that needed to be greased every 10 hours of flight. The plane has limited range because of it’s role as a 
trainer. It burns 11 gallons an hour, and holds 24 gallons.  On a cross-country, at the blistering pace of 

100 miles per hour, Dick is constantly looking for fuel stops.

Dick flew civilian planes while in College before beginning Air Force flight training in Columbus, Missis-
sippi. He then flew F-4s and OV-10s during the Vietnam Conflict.  He was 

hired by American Airlines in 1978, and enjoyed an easy breezy furlough 
free career which included time in the 727, 757, 767, DC-10 and 777.  He has 
flown and raced the one-of-a-kind Polen Special which still holds a world 

speed record.  He is active in the Young Eagles program, and mentors stu-
dents through the Polen Foundation.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
NC2900K

TOP SPEED 
100 MPH

RANGE 
275 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
14 GAL

ENGINE 
CONTINENTAL A65

HORSEPOWER 
65 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
107.65 MPH

VINTAGE

KARL
HENNING
LUSCOMBE 8A

This is Karl’s second AVC Race. Karl has owned NC2900K since 1993, and over the years has found it to be 
an efficient, fun flying machine. He has been flying for about 26 years and has CFI, LSA, Private, and 

Instrument ratings.



PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N721RB

TOP SPEED 
132 MPH

RANGE 
225 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
18 GAL

ENGINE 
ROTAX 912 ULS

HORSEPOWER 
100 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
139.33 MPH

LIGHT SPORT

CARL
HOUGHTON
GOBOSH 700

2017 is Carl’s fourth time racing in the AirVenture Cup in his Gobosh 700: a Light Sport Aircraft designed 
and built in Poland. Carl has over 5,500 flight hours in the US Air Force onboard RC-135 and EC-130 

aircraft as an Airborne Crypto-Linguist. He has over 600 hours total time as a Private Pilot. Carl earned a 
tailwheel endorsement during bush pilot training in Alaska. He has also received training in float plane 

operations in Alaska and high performance instruction in a Boeing Stearman. He has been fortunate 
to have been able to fly a number of interesting aircraft including USAF F-16, Eclipse 550, Cirrus SR-22, 
Gobosh 700, Remos G3, Sting Sport, Cessna 172, 177, Tiger Moth, Stearman, and Zlin aerobat.

This is the Gobosh’s fifth trip to Oshkosh as part of the AirVenture Cup. During his first trip in 2012, he 
served as a turn point judge as part of the race staff. In addition to flying his Gobosh 700, Carl is also 
building a Vans RV-14.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N12099

TOP SPEED 
131 MPH

RANGE 
472 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
19.8 GAL

ENGINE 
ROTAX 912 ULS

HORSEPOWER 
100 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
161.58 MPH

LIGHT SPORT

NORM 
HENDERSIN  
RV-12

Norm has been flying since 1967 with long gaps of inactivity until the year 2000. Since then he has been 
flying fairly steady, accumulating nearly 1,000 hours of flight time and obtaining an instrument rating. 

Norm and his wife have made many enjoyable trips from western Wisconsin to upper Michigan, Missis-
sippi, Colorado, and the boundary waters of Minnesota.

This will be Norm’s fourth AirVenture Cup Race; last year Norm took First Place in the LSA category.
Norm is currently retired from 30 years of production and inventory control. He spends a great deal 

of time building furniture and other items in his wood shop. This past year Norm disassembled Deke 
Slayton’s Williams 17 Stinger race plane to be moved to the local museum. Once in the museum, he re-

assembled the plane and assisted with the hanging of the plane in the museum. Race #99 is an RV-12 
built by Norm from a Van’s Aircraft kit. It took nearly five years to complete. 

The plane first flew in October 2012. The only modification to the stock plans 
are gear leg fairings. The plane has over 300 hours on it. Most of the flying is 
local western Wisconsin, flying with an occasional flight to Colorado.

PRODUCTION

REGISTRATION 
N1971A

TOP SPEED 
120 MPH

RANGE 
700 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
31.7 GAL

ENGINE 
ROTAX 912

HORSEPOWER 
100 HP

2016 AVC SPEED 
145.33 MPH

LIGHT SPORT

JOSEPH
RYAN 
EVEKTOR HARMONY

Joseph purchased N1971A in July of 2014 and has flown it since.  He transioned from a Cessna 182 to this 
SLSA and has enjoyed it very much.   The aircraft came with 5 hours of training and it was nice to have 

that time to get used to it.  Very different form his 182, and in some ways more challenging to fly.   The 
aircraft was built in the Czech Republic, and came over on a boat.  It was assembled in  Pennsylvania 

USA,  and a ferry pilot flew it to Oshkosh in 2014 where he picked it up.  The aircraft is powered by the 
Rotax IS Sport engine, fuel injected and computer controlled ignition.  The engine makes 100 HP and 
cruses at 104 kts at 75% power.  Prop is a warp drive composite with nickel leading edges.   It has a 

complete Dynon panel with two ten inch displays.  The aircraft feels solid in the air and gives the feel of a 
larger aircraft.  The Harmony is a upgrade of the Sportster with improvements in cross wind and ground 

handling.  This is one of the few flying in the United States not owned by a flight school or a dealer.  
Joseph loves the aircraft and really enjoys it.  



PRODUCTION Michael is a 6 time AVC race veteran in 3 different aircraft/classes. Michael holds his Private Pilot, Single 
Engine, Land and Glider rating and has done several flights from Florida (East Coast) to Washington 

State/California (West Coast) in general aviation aircraft including an open cockpit biplane. One memo-
rable flight was across the states, the day after my older brother, Tim received his private pilot license.  

This is the 3rd race that all three of Phillips’ have competed in together. All 3 men have been in numerous 
races independently over the years.

*2015 AirVenture Cup speed in a Pitts Model 12.

REGISTRATION 
N137XS

TOP SPEED 
150 MPH

RANGE 
750 NM

FUEL CAPACITY 
20 GAL

ENGINE 
ROTAX 912

HORSEPOWER 
80 HP

2015 AVC SPEED 
164.66 MPH*

MOTORGLIDER
LG

MIKE PHILLIPS
& TOM GODFREY
XIMANGO AMT-200



IN MEMORIUMOh I have slipped the surly bonds of earth,
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;

EXPERIMENTAL

FORMULA
RV
RED

BOB 
VASEY
RV-3

Robert K. “Bob” Vasey was a long-time participant (and repeat champion) of the 
AirVenture Cup in his RV-3 - “RACE 63”. Bob passed away September 17, 2016 at the 
end of a battle with Alzheimer’s. He was born March 29, 1932 on a farm near Cozad, 
Nebraska. He obtained his Veterinary doctorate at Colorado State University, where 
he shined as a star tackle on the football team during the 1950’s.

He learned to fly - in a J-3 Cub - shortly after he established his veterinary practice in 
Stafford, Kansas in 1962. His instructor (Orville Hickman) obtained his training from 
Charles Lindbergh. Bob quickly found EAA and in 1972 began building his first airplane - a plans-built, P-51 
replica with a wood wing and a steel tube fuselage. His first flight with that Ford-V8 powered project was 
the first known flight of a P-51 replica - on June 29, 1986.

In the early 80’s he paused his veterinary career, when he and his wife Skip moved to Homer, Alaska where he 
flew bush planes for 3 years, before. That experience gave him many great hair-raising adventures that stayed 
with him for the rest of his story-telling days. 

In 2003 he completed his RV-3 with a Lycoming O-320. He flew it that 
year - and many years after - in the AirVenture Cup. Many of his fondest 
memories in his 84 years involved the people and machines that make 

up the annual race to Oshkosh.

He kept pilot logs that amassed more that 11,000 hours. Nearly all his entries were in 
single-engine piston aircraft at less than 2,000’ AGL. Bob was an adventurer, a tinkerer, a 
singer, a performer and a story-teller. He loved an audience and he rarely disappointed.

EXPERIMENTAL

SPRINT

DENNIS 
PURDUSKI
VARI EZ

Dennis passed away at his home in February of 2017. Originally from 
Kansas, he spent the last several years living in Jackson Ms, where he was 
a mechanical engineer. His love for aviation helped him to aquire his single 
engine private pilot and Glider CFI. Dennis was a rookie racer of the Airven-
ture Cup in 2016 where he flew his Rutan Varieze; however, he was unable 
finish due to engine issues. The former auto racer and 4 time US Nationals 
Radio Control Helicopter winner, was inspired and looked forward to AVC 
2017. He had also planned on racing other Sport Air Racing League events as well in 2017. The fun 
and caring Dennis was always there to help someone in need, or give them their first flight. His es-
tate raised money for Youth in Aviation programs and the Soaring Society of America. He is greatly 
missed by many.



THANK YOU SPONSORS
The AirVenture Cup would not be possible without 
the generous support of our sponsors. We ask that 
you support these business, through your patron-
age, at every opportunity.

Join ATP Flight School
Become an Airline Pilot

PLATINUM

GOLD SILVER

BRONZE


